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The Shipyard Photography of John Edward Kerr Smith

by Bruce Peter and Roisin Reilly

John Edward Kerr Smith (1929-92) was the chief staff photographer forgleat
Clydebank shipbuilder John Brown & Co. from 1950866, and later for the Upper
Clyde Shipyards at Clydebank and Govan. In a ca@&nning almost a quarter of a
century he photographed some of the most impostaips to be launched on the Clyde,
producing a stunning portfolio of ‘official’ photogphs for documentary and promotional
purposes as well as an extensive body of self-ratad/work. The result is a unique
pictorial insight into the last phase of Glasgowisst heroic industrial endeavour.

Dr Bruce Peteris a design historian in the Department of His@rand Critical Studies,
Glasgow School of Art. He has published extensiwglyhe history of British and
Scandinavian maritime design, including most rdgehe authorised history of Cunard’s
flagship liner, the QEZRoisin Reilly is J E K Smith’s granddaughter and a studenten th
GSA's Department of Interior Design. Her graduatmwoject is to design an archive
centre in Clydebank to house the Smith collection.
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